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The heavens declare the glory of Go 


Editorial... 


Fellowship 


By the time this is printed the 29th 
annual District Council will have come 
to a close. A word often heard in our 
circles, especially around Council time 
is fellowship. We are reminded by word 
and figure that ours is a co-operative 
fellowship—both General and District 
Councils. 

The dictionary says fellowship is a 
state of being a fellow or associate; a 
community of interest, activity, feeling, 
or purpose; a companionship of persons 
on equal and friendly terms. 

Our fellowship is something we were 
born into when we were born again— 
fellowship with all Christians who, too, 
have been born again. Our Pentecostal 
fellowship is precipitated by the expe- 
rience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
Our co-operative fellowship is the com- 
bination of the two plus the practice of 
co-operation in our common interest, 
activity, feeling, and purpose. 

Co-operation is joint action or opera- 
tion in effort and effect. Co-operative 
fellowship as applied to our District 
fellowship should be and must be joint 
Operation in promoting a common in- 
terest for a common purpose and on an 
equal and friendly basis, that interest 
and purpose the cause of Christ. Our 
interest is in whatever is in the interest 
of the kingdom of God. 

The Apostle John plainly claims fel- 
lowship with the Father and His Son 
Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3). A feeling 
and sense of blessing and well-being 
comes with the consideration of that 
heavenly companionship on such terms 
with reverence. We feel like singing 
another verse and repeating the chorus: 
“Tm a child of the King, a child of the 
King, With Jesus my Saviour, I’m a 
child of the King.” It’s soul stimulation, 
it is faith tonic, it is blessed! If and 
when we truly grasp the reality of that 
fellowship we have learned a secret 
conduit to the treasures of heaven and 
the blessings of His grace. 

Fellowship makes for strength. Spir- 
itual fellowship yields spiritual strength. 
The Apostle Paul wrote the Corinthians: 
“God is faithful, by whom ye were called 
unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 
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Then there is the fellowship we have 
one with another “if we walk in the 
light as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7). 
That, too, is a means of strength; 
strength to preserve us individually and 
strength to promote the task to which 
we are called. The giant cables that 
span the Golden Gate and from which 
the bridge is suspended, are made up 
of hundreds of thousands of steel strands, 
none of which could do the job alone, 
nor could any few of them; but all to- 
gether, lined up, placed there to func- 
tion for the same cause, they form a 
fellowship of wires that accomplish their 
intended purpose. The same is true of 
the San Francisco Bay bridge from San 
Francisco to Buena Vista Island. It 
would be absurd to think of driving a 
huge truck or an electric train across the 
bay on a wire. But the cables, a fellow- 
ship of wires, do the job of providing 
transportation so well that just the 
electric trains can carry enough passen- 


gers to make the San Francisco terminal - 


the busiest transportation point in the 
world, by actual count exceeding Grand 
Central Station in New York City by 
several thousand in a year’s time. And 
the trains use only a portion of one deck 
of that bridge. How much a wire can 
do in company with enough other wires, 
all dedicated to the same purpose! 


We have a fellowship—and a job to 
do, a job that one alone can do but little; 
but with everyone in the fellowship do- 
ing his part, a Christian cable can be 
formed to provide a bridge whereby 
souls can reach the Saviour and by 
means of which the grace of God can 
reach the needy soul. Fellowship with 


a purpose is association, partnership, | 


alliance, under the canopy of divine 
blessing, for the business of serving God. 

The fellowship of Christian youth 
was beautifully manifest a few evenings 
ago when a Salvation Army band on 
their way to a street meeting, stopped 
in front of G.T.B.I. and serenaded with 
“Onward Christian Soldiers.” The stu- 
dents that were in the building were out 
from the door on the street to the sixth- 
floor fire escape, to welcome them. When 
the music. was over a call came from 


the band, “Where’s your drum? Bring 


Safely within this covert close, 
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it out.” The answer was, “It’s gone ta 
the street meeting.” CA group of stui 
dents were out with it.) From the} 
Army band came, “Hallelujah!” Replie 
the Glad Tidings students, “Praise the 
Lord!” And the Army band went march; 
ing down the street to the strains of 
their own music—on to carry the gospel 
of salvation to whoever would listen} 
There was a thrill in seeing them go an : 


= 


in hearing their salute to G.T.BI- a 

young people out to serve God. 
Fellowship is precious, something w 

get by giving, to enjoy by sharing. Th 

product of the relationship cements th 

Christian communion into a body of 

usefulness to accomplish the service of 

our Lord. —M.M. 

In the Shadow of His Wings | 

I know not what tomorrow holds, ~ 

Nor what the threat it brings, 

But I am sure today I rest, 

In the shadow of His wings. 

Secure beneath His sheltering care, 

Nor fear the storm clouds brings, 

Wild roars the wind, still I rejoice, 

In the shadow of His wings. 


| 
| 


My soul looks up and sings, 
For I’m the apple of His eye, 
In the shadow of His wings. 
May H. Clutter. 


God’s best gifts are not in things but 
in opportunities. 


The Official Organ of the 
Northern California and Nevada District Council 
of the Assemblies of God, Inc., 
P.O. Box 393, St. Helena, California 


Maryorte MApDOCKS Editor 
Ws TRAGASTON 32 eee Managing Editor 
R. J. THurMonp —__._____.___ Business Manager 
DISTRICT OFFICIARY 
W.. TA GASTON seen ee Superintendent 
R. J. THurMonp 2 eee Secretary-Treasurer |i 
GENERAL PRESBYTERS 
L. R. Keys C. E. Persing 
J. Narver Gortner 
Executive Presbyter: 
PRESBY TERS 
J. W. Belchar S. A. Ogle _ 
M. P. Bohnet C. E. Persing 
H. W. Brown W. T. Scott 
J. R. Edgar E. L. Stewart 
O. A. Hart C. O. Wood 
F. R. Hoole M. M. York 


Published monthly under the supervision of the: 
District Council Presbytery. Subscription price, $1.00 |) 
a year; Canada, $1.10; Foreign, $1:25. 

Entered as second class matter July 3, 1926, at’ 
San Francisco, California, under the Act of March | 
3, 1879, and re-entered December 17, 1938, at St.. 
Helena, California. 


$$$ 
GLAD TIDINGS, FEBRUARY, 1947 


A number of years ago, while pastor 
of our First Church in Oakland, I had 
an experience that profoundly im- 
pressed me. I have thought of it man 
times; and, since it was undoubtedly a 
divine visitation with which God fav- 
ored me and that He must have de- 
‘signed to teach me an important phase 
of truth, or, perhaps I should say, im- 
press upon my mind a truth with which 
I was already familiar, that I might pass 
that truth on with renewed emphasis to 
others, it seems fitting that the visitation 
should be given more publicity than it 
received at the time in a Sunday after- 
noon sermon that was listened to by a 
goodly throng of interested hearers. 

It was at an all-day service in Bethel 
Tabernacle, the church that at the pres- 
ent time is pastored by Brother Moon. 
I think he was pastor at that time. It 
was a never-to-be-forgotten day. A num- 
ber of the saints of the various assem- 
blies had assembled there, and much 
time had been spent in prayer. The 
presence and power of the Lord had 
been in evidence. I had been in’ prayer 
and had been conscious of the fact that 
the Lord Himself was overshadowing 
me. The very atmosphere seemed to 
be charged with theenergy of God. 
My eyes were closed, and I almost felt 
as did a man one day who said that He 
was so conscious of the presence of the 
Lord as He prayed that he was almost 
afraid to open his eyes; he felt as though 
he could reach out his hand and touch 
God: God seemed so very near. 


What I saw must have been a vision. 
It was not a dream. We dream when 
we are asleep, and I was not asleep; I 
was as wide awake as I am as I type 
these lines. Prophets in the days of old 
saw visions and dreamed dreams, and 
they were of God. Those visions and 
dreams have been recorded in our Scrip- 
tures, and they constitute a part of the 
Divine Message to us in these days. And 
certainly God did not exhaust His re- 
sources in those days. Many have seen 
visions, real visions, in our days, days 
in which the Spirit has been poured out, 
and is being poured out, as at the be- 
ginning. 

In my vision I found myself in a car, 
and the car was gently moving on a 
downgrade. I had the consciousness 
that I could stop it at any time by put- 
ting my foot on the brake, or that I 
could turn the car around and start back 
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The Downgrade 
and Its Terminus 


by J. Narver GorTNER 


up the grade. But, as the car continued 


to roll slowly downward, the grade be- 


came steeper, and it became apparent 
to me that if I did not stop soon it would 
not be possible to stop at all. The speed 
of the car was being accelerated, and I 
began to feel alarmed. I reached out my 
foot and put it firmly on the brake. The 
car came to a standstill. And none too 
soon. I saw clearly that if I had not 


stopped it at that juncture it could not 


have been stopped. I looked on before 
me, and I saw that the grade was peril- 
ously steep, and that just a short distance 
beyond me there was a precipice, and 
away down at the foot of the precipice 
I saw what until then I had not seen: 
I saw a number of cars that had gone 
over and been wrecked. I saw the bodies 
of men and women who had been killed, 
and I saw others who had been seriously 
injured, but were still alive; they were 
not able to stand, but were crawling 
along on the ground; others had strug- 
gled, or were struggling, with great 
difficulty, and apparently with much 
pain, to their feet, and were trying to 
walk. 

God seemed to be speaking to my 
heart and telling me that many of the 
saints had started on a downgrade. ‘They 
did not realize that they were going 
downward instead of upward. The 
downgrade was so well-nigh imper- 
ceptible that they were only conscious 
that they were moving forward, but un- 
less they called a halt, it would not be 
long until the grade would become steep, 
and then, if they persisted in refusing 
or neglecting to turn back, they would 
find themselves where stopping or turn- 
ing back would be impossible, and ulti- 
mately they would be plunged over the 
precipice into the depths below. 

As in my vision I meditated, my at- 
tention was called to a stairway that up 
until that time I had not noticed. It was 
alongside of the road, and it reached 
from the bottom of the precipice all the 
way back up to the place from which I 
had started. I noticed that there were 


two or three of the wrecked travelers 
who had not been so badly injured that 
they had not been able to drag them- 
selves to the bottom of the stairs, and 
they were trying very laboriously, and 
evidently with not only a great deal of 
effort but with also a great deal of pain, 
to make their way up the stairs. God 
showed me that in His mercy He had 
made provision for the return to safety 
and to peace of any who might mir- 
aculously survive the wreck at the foot 
of the precipice; but that, if they suc- 
ceeded in this way, in saving their souls, 
it would be at the loss of all the spiritual 
accumulations of the years of service in 
the harvest field of the great Lord of 
the harvest. 


I had been aware for some time of 
the fact that some of the dear people to 
whom I had been ministering had been 
slipping, and I had also been aware of 
the fact that they did not seem to know 
that they were on the downgrade and 
that the grade was getting steeper all 
the time. God evidently adopted this 
method to arouse me to endeavor to 
arouse them. And this I did. The 
vision I had seen was the subject of my 
sermon the next Sunday afternoon. I 
announced at a prayer meeting that God 
had given me a vision and that the 
vision would be the subject of my mes- 
sage the following Sunday afternoon. 
No announcement was put in the paper, 
no cards were printed, no special effort 
to get a crowd was made. When the 
time came for the service I was sur- 
prised at the number of people who 
were present. People I had not seen in . 
the church for months had come. It is 
astonishing how news can spread. ‘They 
had heard that I had been favored with 
a-vision, and they wanted to know what _ 
I had seen. God evidently wanted them 
to get the warning He had commissioned 
me to deliver; and so He had caused 
the news to be given publicity; and the 
people came. 


What was the truth then is the truth 
now. People were slipping then, and 
many are slipping now. Some of the 
dear people who listened to my message 
that Sunday afternoon did not heed the 
warning, and I could now name some 
who have entirely backslidden. It is to 
be feared that they are numbered among 
those who have gone over the precipice, 
and lost all. It is to be hoped that they 

(Continued on page 5) 
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At the District Council 


The 29th annual District Council 
session was the occasion of a great Pente- 
costal gathering in Glad Tidings ‘Tem- 
ple in San Francisco. From the begin- 
ning to the end the blessing of the Lord 
was in the midst of ministers, delegates, 
and visitors come together to conduct 
the business of our District Council fel- 
lowship. From the far corners of the 
District they came to the convention, 
and back they.went taking the glow and 
inspiration of the gathering and of the 
spiritual touch upon their hearts. 

The ministry of our Brother Ralph 
M. Riggs, one of our General Presbyters, 
was helpful, interesting, and inspiring 
as he spoke to the convention congre- 
gation each evening and at the ordina- 
tion service on Friday morning. It was 
a privilege to have Brother Riggs with 
us again at a District gathering, and we 
trust that this shall not be the last time 
he shall be our guest and the Lord’s 
servant in the ministry of the Word to 
us. 

The business done at this Council 
session touched upon various phases of 
our District interests. The first resolu- 
tion passed was that those who enjoy 


the benefits of the Metropolitan Life - 


Insurance group coverage should be sup- 
porters of the District financial program. 

Also carried unanimously was a reso- 
lution that each subdistrict should have 
at least one Sunday school conference a 
year, such conference to be planned by 
_ the District Presbyter in co-operation 
with our District Superintendent. 


In considering the proposed changes 
in the General Council constitution and 
bylaws, business to be handled at the 
next General Council meeting, our Dis- 
trict agreed to all but two of the proposed 
changes, those two being: the insertion 
in Article XI, Paragraph 4 of the sent- 
ence “Local church sovereignty shall not 
be interpreted to mean that in times of 
distress or disagreement in local units of 
the fellowship the District Officers shall 
not have the privilege to visit and offer 
their assistance or attend its business 
sessions in an advisory capacity,” and 
the change of the word may to should in 
the same paragraph, making the sent- 
ence to read, “When in need of counsel 
or advice, the local assembly should ap- 
peal to the District Council for help.” 
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To make provision for June graduates 
from our Bible schools, since our annual 
Council sessions have been changed 
from June to January, and some are 
likely to need licenses to preach in order 
to enter the active work of the ministry, 
a resolution was passed providing “that 
the Credentials Committee be author- 
ized to name a sub-committee, consisting 
of three members, who, together with 
the District Superintendent and the Dis- 
trict Secretary, shall be authorized to 
grant licenses to preach to such grad- 
uates of our Bible Institutes as may 
apply after graduation in June and 
whom they may deem worthy to re- 
ceive such recognition.” 

The action taken to limit the time a 
District or General Presbyter could 
serve to two consecutive years at one 
tenure was rescinded the next day after 
further consideration and discussion. 

Both Brother W. T. Gaston and 
Brother R. J. Thurmond were re-elected 
on the nominating ballot. Brother L. R. 
Keys was re-elected General Presbyter, 
and Brother C. E. Persing was elected 
to be the other General Presbyter. The 
nominations for District Presbyter by 
their subdistricts were ratified. Brother 
Ogle was elected for the South San 
Joaquin district. 

There was some discussion concern- 
ing the sale of the St. Helena camp- 
ground and the development of the 
Santa Cruz campground, but there was 
no action of any kind in the Council 
session. 

An impressive ordination service was 
held on Friday morning, the last day 
of the gathering, at which 24 men and 
women were ordained to the ministry. 

The report of the Roster Committee 
showed that there were present: 206 
ordained ministers, 75 licensed min- 
isters, seven exhorters, and 67 delegates. 

Among the many visitors was Brother 
A. B. Coxe, for many years pastor in 
Dayton, Ohio, but now a resident of 
Fresno. Brother Coxe and Brother Gas- 
ton were in gospel work together many 
years. The brief word he brought at one 
of the sessions was most interesting as 
he gave an account of the manner of 
meetings in past years. 

Our home and foreign missionaries 
contributed a good share of interest as 


they told of their work and its accomp- 


lishments and of the blessing of the 
Lord upon distant or less developed por- 
tions of the Lord’s harvest field. ‘The 


Women’s Missionary Council meeting i] 


on Wednesday afternoon not only re- 
ported the good work the ladies are do- 
ing in behalf of home and foreign mis- 
sions, as well as helping in their home 
assemblies, but gave opportunity for the 
home missionaries to give an account of 
their individual work and their vision 
for it. Foreign missions were also a part 
of this meeting as well as being on the 
program in the early part of each eve- 
ning service. Among the foreign mis- 
sionaries present, many of whom had a 
share in the missionary program of the 
convention, were Brother and Sister 
George Wood, sailing in February to re- 
turn to their work near the Tibetan 
border; Brother and Sister V. G. Ply- 
mire, also returning to their work near 
Tibet, and sailing on the same boat as 
the Woods; Lula Ashmore, soon to sail 
for Singapore; Brother and Sister A. M. 


Heetebry, on furlough from the Fiji 


Islands, Brother and Sister Saul Ben- 
jamin, from Transjordan; Sister Lewer, 
from China, Brother Ralph Cobb, 
Africa, and Sister Thelma Simpkins, 
Hawaii. 

The great C. A. rally which brought 
the convention to its close was a great 
gathering of -young people. The large 
crowd filled Glad Tidings Temple to, 
capacity, and the temple rang with their 
singing, their praying, and their youth. 
There was a great consecration service 
all over the temple at the close of that 
meeting as the young people responded 
to the anointed ministry of Brother 
Riggs. Their meeting, too, had a mis- 
sionary flavor as they reported on their 
Speed-the-Light program and one of 
their officers, Paul Pipkin, prepares to 
sail soon to China as a missionary. 

Doubtless everyone left the conven- 
tion refreshed in spirit, stronger in pur- 
pose, blessed in soul, and feeling it was 
good to have been there. 


S. S. Representative 


Brother L. W. Sater has been ap- 
pointed by the District Presbytery to be 
our District Sunday School Representa- 
tive. He left immediately after the Dis- 
trict Council for the National Sunday 
School Conference in Springfield. 


GLAD TIDINGS, FEBRUARY, 1947 


} 
| 


Downgrade 
(Continued from page 3) 


will see the stairway upon which it is 
possible for them to make the ascent 
from the depths to which they have 
fallen, and that they will put forth the 
effort to climb back to the top. How 
terrible indeed to be lost! And it is 
more terrible indeed, when the lost one 
is a man or a woman who once knew 
God, and was baptized in the Holy 
Spirit, and lived for a while under an 
anointing of the Holy Ghost. 

I know that some tell us it is im- 
possible for those who have thus known 
God to ultimately perish. But this is 
not the teaching of the Word. Saul, 
the first king of Israel, was certainly 
genuinely converted. He was given a 
new heart. He was turned into another 
man. He prophesied among the proph- 
ets. The Spirit of God came mightily 
upon him. But he was lost. Judas was 
one of the disciples of our Lord. We 
have the best reasons for believing that 
at one time he was a genuinely con- 
verted man. But he too perished in his 
iniquity, and went to his own place. 
Let us not forget that the New Testa- 
ment, as well as the Old Testament, has 
furnished us with examples of men 
with whom “God was not well pleased,” 
and that concerning the New Testa- 
ment records of failure, as well as con- 
cerning the Old Testament records, it 
can be said, “Now these things were 
our examples, to the intent we should 
not lust after evil things, as they also 

lusted” (1 Cor. 10:6). 

It is not necessary that any of us fail. 
The grace of God is sufficient to keep 
every born-again Christian in the hour 
of temptation. His strength is made 
perfect in weakness. So weakness is no 
excuse for falling. It would be well if 
every saint would occasionally examine 


himself and ascertain whether or not 


he is “in the faith,” and is rising to 
higher heights as the days come and 
go, or gradually rolling downward on a 
grade that is almost certain to get steeper 
and steeper as he descends and_ ulti- 
mately reaches a precipice over which he 
will be plunged into a ruin of a most 
lamentable nature in the depths below. 

The only people who are really safe 
are the people whose eyes are upon the 
Lord, and who are saying, as said the 
great apostle to the Gentiles, “I count 
not myself to have apprehended: but 
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Transparent Christianity 
by F. HELEN Jarvis 


An interesting thought is given in 
Weymouth’s translation of a part of the 
tenth verse of the first chapter of Philip- 
pians. Instead of sincere, the rendering 
is, “men of transparent character.” De- 
fined, transparency is a quality that per- 
mits a clear view of objects beyond. In 
character analysis, it means: a person 
who is artless and without guile or sub- 
tleness—one who is easily understood. 
Thus Paul, as he sits in a Roman prison 
house prays that the precious saints at 
Philippi have no opaqueness or shadow 
of spirit, but possess rather a clearness 
of life and purpose. 

Such an unshaded life is necessary in 
the revealing of Christ, the Light of the 
world, to the world. God desires to let 
the light of the glorious gospel shine 
out through our lives. The Father who 
dwells in “light which no man can ap- 
proach unto” seeks undimmed channels 
through which the Light of men may 
be seen by lost and dying generations. 

Unfortunately, various things may 
mar transparency. Dust, grime, and 
dirt on the surface will hinder. Flaws 
in the material itself will deflect the 
light and often distort the image. Poor 
or insufficient light will limit the effec- 
tiveness of transparent properties. 

Even so, to be a transparent Chris- 
tian must be a sort of daily “dusting,” 
or cleansing of those things which lie 
on the surface of the lives of men and 
women. Those things which limit the 
revelation of the Christ within must be 
removed. Little practices, words, and 
deeds that become not the children of 
God should be checked up, prayed over, 
and humbly placed under the blood. 

Under the all-seeing eye of God, an 


this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are be- 
fore, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” This is the only perfection that 
is attainable in this life. The perfect 
people are the people who are thus striv- 
ing, and who continue to thus strive 
until the end. And so the apostle says, 
“Let us therefore, as many as be per- 


fect, be thus minded” (Phil. 3:13-15). 


inward searching of character and heart 
will help to obliterate flaws. If only 
people were aware of it, there is a tre- 
mendous amount of subtility and obli- 
queness in human nature at the best— 
so much that only the Holy Spirit can 
reveal the depths. Such things as ulter- 
ior or fleshly motives, self-seeking and 
carnal ambition are unworthy traits that 
destroy the clear outlines of the indwell- 
ing Christ. It is needful that such im- 
perfections be examined, faithfully 
dealt with and submitted to the cross. 
Again, there are those people who 
simply let the light within become dim. 
Christian exercises, such as prayer and 
Bible study are neglected. ‘Times of 
communion and fellowship with Him 
are few and far between. Earthly inter- 
ests, bringing with them a pall of dark- 
ness, shade the light. The glow and 
radiance of Christ becomes so dull that 
finally in the twilight shadows of the 


‘experiences of some Christians, He is 


scarcely discernible. 

Transparency of life is important. It 
is a requisite for those who would fol- 
low in the steps of Him in whose mouth 
no guile was found (1 Peter 2:21, 22), 
and in Whom there is no darkness, no 
shaded purposes, nor hidden subter- 
fuges. Hallelujah! Again, heaven is 
filled with transparency, being a place 
about which such descriptive terms as 
“clear as glass” and “clear as crystal” are 
employed. Surely people intending to 
go to an eternal abode where all is 
radiant with light will want their na- 
tures to harmonize. Moreover, to be 
without offense, blameless, and with no 
occasion of stumbling is necessary in 
preparing for His coming, and it be- 
hooves all who desire to be ready to 
achieve a goal in Christian character 
worthy of such a glorious event. 

Therefore, the call comes .to each 
earnest follower of Christ to take inven- 
tory of himself in the light of God's 
Word and Holy Spirit, and see if true 
spiritual transparency exists. If it be 
found imperfect or lacking, without de: 
lay the condition should be remedied, 
for surely He comes quickly. Amen. 


(Sister Jarvis will be remembered by 
many as Sister Helen Byram, former 


teacher at G.T.B.1.) 
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Gold Coast, West Africa 

From Wale Wale comes word from 
Brother Floyd ‘Thomas telling of their 
work on the field. He writes: 

“During our first year we had the 
joy of seeing many born again and at 
least two baptized in the Holy Ghost 
according to Acts 2:4. We have made 
an attempt to visit every village in Mam- 
ruga during our term and can say that 
this has almost been accomplished. 
Village after village had never heard of 
the plan of salvation and almost an equal 
number had never heard the name of 
Jesus. Today there are a good number 
of believers in many of these places and 
several reading classes have been or- 
ganized. 

“On one occasion I visited a para- 
mount chief, in fact, the next in power 
to the king himself, and gave him the 

ood news of salvation. After staying 
in his village for three days, preaching 
each evening, the chief's interpreter, 
among many others, accepted Christ. 
At his request we left some of our 
Scriptures written in the vernacular 
with him. This village is quite a long 
distance from our mission station; so | 
was unable to revisit it for six months. 
Upon my return I was surprised to dis- 
cover that the chief was capable of read- 
ing all the Scriptures that I had left with 
the interpreter, and he begged me for 
more, declaring, ‘Just now my eyes are 
beginning to open.’ 

“A year and six months have passed 
since my first visit. During this time I 
have revisited this village many times. 
Today the chief is a professing Christian 
and has organized reading classes, do- 
ing much of the teaching himself. ‘There 
is now a pastor there who received most 
of his support from the chief and also 
has a room in the chief’s own house. It is 
the custom for many of the bigger chiefs 
to have a Mohammedan leader with 
them on important occasions, even 
though they are pagans for the most 
part. However, this chief takes our 
pastor, whose name, by the way, is 
Mohammed. He tells everyone un- 
ashamedly that this is his teacher and 
the only one that he wants. I know of 
no other chief in all Mampruga who has 
been as unashamed to declare openly 
himself a Christian. As I write this, 
I can hear the noise of the drummers 
who accompany every paramount chief, 
announcing his coming. In a recent 
interview with him he again affirmed 
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his faith in Christ and said that he him- 


self is preaching a bit now. Praise the 


Lord! OR 

-“We have conducted two: dry season 
Bible schools and at the present are con- 
ducting our third in Wale Wale. Out of 
this group who have attended our classes 
are a number of young men who now 
feel the call of God to preach the gospel. 
Two full-time pastors have been estab- 
lished in outstations and two more are 
stepping out into full-time work for the 
Lord atter this harvest season is over. 
Both of the pastors are building churches 
with their own funds and the aid of the 
Christians in their locality. The mission 
has not given them a cent for this work, 
which arrangement is more conducive to 
an indigenous work. 

“The last four weeks have been the 
best of all, as each Sunday someone has 
received the Holy Spirit. Two weeks 
ago the young man who was baptized 
in the Holy Spirit spoke in perfect Eng- 
lish. This was such a miracle in the 
eyes of the onlookers that a real spirit of 
revival is present in the services. Many 
Mohammedans have heard of the out- 
pouring and are visiting Our services. 
This is something very few have ever 
done before. 

“We have enjoyed our two years and 
one month in Africa immensely. All our 
plans are toward a return to this section 
of Dark Africa, as we feel a greater bur- 
den and love for these people as the 
months go by. Pray for us and for the 
native Christians in Mampruga.” 

Gold Coast, West Africa 

A letter, which took a long time in 
reaching us, came from Harold and 
Naomi Lehmann, working in ‘Tamale. 
From it we quote: 

“My last two and a half months have 
been particularly busy, but with a busi- 
ness that I have fully enjoyed. We were 
asked to conduct a special course of study 
for the English-speaking African work- 
ers. I was simply asked to give them a 
Bible training course in two months. . . . 
I was willing to do it but felt the com- 
mittee should outline our activities for 
the last three weeks, after I had finished 
giving them the full four years course. 
This added responsibility made me do 
some tall studying. It takes a heap of 
wood to boil that amount of sap down 
to syrup! But it was delightful to be 


liberated. to study the Word again. | 


have tound so many interesting things 


in my studies and search tor the essen- , 


tial truths. ... Lhe beauty of the Word 
is the ever untoiding revelation ot its 
living message— | he Christ. 

“£ne greatest need ot this field is tor 
trained native personnel. We have act- 
ually gone as tar as we can successtully 


go untul we have some properly trained _ 


workers. Lhe birth rate ot a nation 
means nothing if there is no tood in the 
country to keep them alive. ‘1 his is also 
true ot evangelism. It does no good to 
open villages with a weekly service, if, 
atter the people have believed we can 
only otter them a ‘weakly service’ to let 
them tall by the way. 

“Lhere is no glamour in teaching, be- 
lieve me. By personal testimony 4 can 
Say it is much easier to ‘go into all the 
world and preach the gospel,’ than it is 


to ‘Go, theretore, and teach all nations. 


lt is easier to appeal tor opening up a 


new work among a new people who — 


have never heard than to ask tor support 
of a training school. In the first there is 
adventure, romance, and glamour. But 
a training school; there is tedium, rou- 
tine, and ‘brain dust’ in a program of 
that kind. And yet we cannot branch 
out further until we have the workers 
and we cannot have the workers until 
they have had the training. 

“The preparation and actual sessions 
of the special course have consumed 
most of our waking moments these past 
several months. During September and 
October we had classes six days each 
week, from seven in the morning until 
noon. In the afternoons I sat with them 
from three until six in the evening help- 
ing them with the ‘home work. Hayvy- 
ing no textbooks to give them it has 
been necessary to type everything. Much 
of this was carried by one of our mis- 
sionaries, Miss Smith, who is in Yendi. 
The rest was up to me. 


“It has been a joy to work with these 
men and we feel it has been profitable 
to them, and, in turn, will bring forth 
fruit wherever they go. In fact, we 
dreaded the day of closing as we missed 
them from the services here. For the 
past two months neither of us have 
preached in the church or villages. We 
taught and listened to them preach. How 
very wonderful it was to see people con- 
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jerted under their ministry. Several 
seceived the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
i\\t times we said to each other, ‘this is 
ife. This is what we came here for,’ 
he path for the future is very clear; we 


jaust be able to do this in the language 
if these people. ‘We count not our- 
elves to have attained . . . but we press’! 

“It has been more than two years 
jjince we left the States. . . . We have 
veen wonderfully blessed during these 
ears in such a climate... . It would 
ave seemed strange to have been home 
jor Christmas. One does get ‘natural- 
| zed’ very easily when occupied.” 

‘hina 

A recent letter from Brother Howard 
}2. Osgood would doubtless be of much 
{interest to many of our fellowship. From 
t we give the following: 

“It is difficult to believe that we are 
n Kunming. The 2,000 miles that lie 
yetween here and Shanghai are the 
1ardest and longest in my experience. 
Nith Brother Bolton driving the Dodge 
bedan and me driving the Chevrolet 
ruck (both gifts of the young folks 
hrough Speed-the-light) we covered the 
sound in 50 days, though 22 of these 
vere spent in stopovers when we found 
t necessary to wait for repairs, tires, etc. 
mn the East we could scarcely average 
ive miles per hour! Our worst day we 
nade 30-odd miles. In the West we 
ould average between 10 and 12 miles 
yer hour and our best day was 96 miles! 
We really saw China first hand. 

. “Our impression is that the worst is 
oer in China. Crops have been good 
ind the people have a will to reconstruct 
their lost homes, so that everywhere we 
saw activity, building, commerce, in- 
dustry. The great need which we saw 
sonstantly was that the work of the Lord 
should be similarly revived.. The mis- 
sionaries had not yet returhed. Chapels 
were still in ruins. Many evangelists 
were discouraged, having to live from 
hand to mouth. Congregations have 
seen scattered. China needs the Bread 
of Life more than she needs rice! 

*. “Tn all places we have met with the 
heartiest of welcomes. Little children 
hold up their thumbs (a sign of ap- 
proval)). and shout at us ‘Very good.’ 
They used to call us ‘foreign devils.’ In 
the main, China is very grateful for the 
help America gave her during the war. 
No matter what chapel we visited, we 
were urged to stay, hold meetings, sing, 
and give other spiritual aid. It was our 
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Joy to respond in every way we could. 
.. . It is a joy to see how hungrily our 
Chinese friends drink in the Word of 
Life. Wherever there is earnest preach- 
ing the chapels are full. 

“There is tremendous need for the 
establishing of Bible schools. Right now 
we need to see the one in Peking re- 
established, as well as the one in Canton. 
We need a new school in Yunnan and 
one in the northwest. Please pray and 
suggest to others that they set aside their 
gifts for this need. 

“From all corners comes the cry for 
an Assemblies of God hymn book. We 
are making all plans to get this done as 
soon as possible, but it takes time and 
skill. We will appreciate your prayers 
that this urgent matter may be finished 
within the next few months. Two or 
three people at least will have to devote 
three months to the work. How the 
Christians love the singing! And Christ 
is worthy of such praise. 

“We are well and ever so happy to 
be back at work in China. There isn’t 
even a sigh for the ‘leeks and garlic’ of 
the States. We just wish you could all 


be over here. But pray!” 
Venezuela 


Writing near the end of 1946, Brother 
and Sister Lowell E. Dowdy, working 
in the city of Caracas, sent holiday greet- 
ings. From the letter we quote: 

“In March of this year we assumed 
the responsibility of this work when the 
Yngve Olsons went home on furlough. 
It has been a busy time for us, but God 
has been with us, honoring His Word. 
Souls are being saved and filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and a spirit of revival rests 
upon His people here. 

“This afternoon we visited in a sec- 
tion of the city called Cerro de Belen, 
which means Mountain of Bethlehem. 
This was our first visit to the Guia home, 
which is a one-room, mud, cardboard, 
and flattened-out-milk-can structure. 
Here the mother, father, and four chil- 
dren live in abject poverty, but have the 
peace of God reigning in their hearts. 
The landlord is an enemy of Pentecost 
and has said that they must move. But 
where? As we knelt on the mud floor 
and presented their need to the Lord, 
the shekinah glory of heaven flooded our 
souls and anew we were reminded of 
the One who left His splendor in the 
glory and became poor that He might 
provide a home for the homeless. In 


that favored Bethlehem He began His 


earthly pilgrimage in a borrowed cradle 
sheltered with the beasts of the field. 
Later one asked Him, ‘Master, where 
dwellest thou?’ He replied “The birds 
have their nests, the foxes their holes, 
but the Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His head.’ As we quietly departed 
from that hallowed shack our hearts 
smote us for our own complacency and 
love of ease, and we were reminded of 
those inspired words by Lucy Meyer: 
“He was not willing that any should perish, 
Am I his follower, and can I live 

Longer at ease with a soul going downward, 
Lost for the sake of the help I can give?” 
India 

At the end of her first school year, 
Sister Dorothy Dodge, teaching at the 
Woodstock School in Landour, Mus- 
soorie, U.P., India, writes: 

“T can say I am very glad I came to 
India and to this work. It keeps one 
busy with a very full program. There is 
the regular teaching day, preparation for 
teaching, various supervisory duties, 
caring for one’s clothes, which cannot 
be trusted to the wash boys, many meet- 
ings of one kind or another, professional, 
business, business and social combined, 
occasions to become acquainted with the 
parents of my pupils and with other mis- 
sionaries. 

“I have charge of the prayers in the — 
primary department of the Sunday 
school at Kellogg Church every fourth 
Sunday and am also superintendent of 
the Sunday school. It is quite a large 
church, having about 80 in the primary 
department. We have had a number 
saved this season. For this we praise 
the Lord. I have found precious friends 
among the Indian people. It is a joy to 
see the way the dear little Indian chil- 
dren drink in the truths of the gospel 
and the various Bible stories I teach 
them in Scripture class and whenever 
I can. Some of the youngsters are saved. 

“Winter is now here and all business, 
except a few little food shops, close for 
the season. Some of them will not open 
until April. The school will be having 
its vacation during the next three 
months, and I shall be spending most 
of the time in lower and warmer alti- 
tudes. Two months of the time I am re- 
quired to devote to intense language 
study. Although my teaching is in Eng- 
lish, it is quite essential that I gain a 
sufficient grasp of the language to be 
able to get along with the natives on 
my own.” 
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Another Council year is now history, 
and we are gathered here in the city by 
the Golden Gate for what I trust shall 
prove to be a great spiritual convention 
and District Council session. Some of 
us can remember when annual sessions 
both of the District and General Coun- 
cils were mainly for spiritual fellowship 
and inspiration, with a minimum of 
business sandwiched in. Those early 
conference seasons with so much time 
for instruction, edification, and spiritual 
intoxication were most ideal under con- 
ditions then prevailing. It was of course 
inevitable that increased kingdom busi- 
ness would call for increased attention to 
business. I do believe, however, that I 
voice the throbbing desire of my breth- 
ren when I express the hope that in- 
spirational features will always have a 
large place in our annual gatherings. 
We must make room for that distinctive 
thing—that peculiar power that has 
brought our movement to the attention 
of spiritually hungry people throughout 
the world. We are all concerned in 
keeping the Pentecostal sparkle in all 
our churches and in all our holy con- 
vocations. We should, therefore, keep 
vigilant watch against crowding out the 
anointed ministry of the Word and the 
fellowship of prayer. 

Turning a moment to the other side 
of the picture, may I take time out to 
deplore publicly the fact that some un- 
thinking saints seem to regard with dis- 
dain or treat with cold indifference the 
heavy, plodding routine of the business 
end of our work of faith and labor of 
love. These well-meaning but mis- 
guided souls seem interested only in 
those public services that contribute to 
their already overbalanced desire for 
emotional stimulation. This attitude of 
mind is both wrong and dangerous. We 
are partners in the greatest business in 
_ the world, and our adorable, ineffable 
Lord Jesus is senior partner and man- 


ager. Therefore we should approach 
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these essential matters with the same 
selfless devotion and diligence that we 
carry into the more ardent and animat- 
ing aspects of church work. If during 
these four days together we wholeheart- 
edly apply ourselves to the business in 
hand, taking plenty of time out to regale 
our spirits at the fount of blessing, the 
over-all effect of these lengthy sessions 
will be that we shall return to our homes 
and churches better informed, spirit- 
ually refreshed, and closer drawn to our 
Lord and to each other. 

Our District fellowship this year has 
been beautiful in the Lord. Traveling 
over the District and sharing in the fel- 
lowship services of the various sub- 
districts, | have often been reminded 
of the words of the Psalmist, “Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
My heart has been oft refreshed by the 
evident grace of God in my brethren. 
I am strengthened in the confidence 
that the objectives in our Assemblies of 
God fellowship are pleasing to God. I 
refer especially to what we might call 
pivotal objectives—endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the spirit and voluntary co- 


‘operation in the work that is not ours 


but His. 

The fact that you are here indicates 
that you too are in agreement with these 
ideals; not unity at any price nor co- 
operation with everything, but unity 
that is spiritual and spirituality that is 
co-operative. This is not as easy as it 
seems. ‘There are many adversaries. 
But that progress has been made in our 
day toward this goal goes unchallenged. 
Even though the unity is not perfect 
and the co-operation a little short at 
times many here could testify that they 
have found this fellowship to be both 
good and pleasant. 

Here in this city and in this church 
this District Council had its beginning. 
It was a humble beginning. There, in- 
deed, was little upon which the tenta- 
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cles of fleshly ambition could lay hold) 
The foundations were well laid. Th 
concerted effort to establish and main; 
tain Scriptural order without takin 
away divinely ordained local and in+ 
dividual freedoms appealed to many 
who were longing for a church fellow 
ship where fellow members would be 
bound, not by an elaborate system 
laws and decrees, but by love and a 
common purpose to follow Christ an 
preach His gospel to the ends of the! 
earth. . 

Our sense of need was very acute in 
those days. We discovered that one of. 
the songs we had been singing so lustily, 
—“Jesus Christ is made to me all I neec, 
all I need’”—was not the whole truth. 
We also needed each other. And though 
we have grown up somewhat, we still 
do. Even the unseemly members are 
necessary. God keep us always from 
any drift toward self-sufficiency and in- 
dependence. Freedom of individual in- 
itiative must be maintained, but there: 
can be no place for strict individualism 
in an organization which is also am 
organism. 

In preparing a brief survey of Dis- 
trict activities I am deeply conscious 
that some things worthy of note will go 
unnoticed. I feel confident, however, , 
that no one will secretly surmise that 
anything or anyone is being purposely 
bypassed. . 

There seems to be a rising tide of’ 
faith in the District. In some places 
this has reached revival stage. Other | 
churches report a gradual growth with 
generally stepped-up increases in all! 
departments. Other groups are. bravely ' 
holding the fort while they sow and! 
water and wait for the increase. We: 
should praise God and take courage; 
the trend is definitely up, and if Jesus 
tarries through 1947 this should be a 


banner year for evangelism. 


Material shortages and Government 
restrictions have made the going tough 
where new church buildings or large 
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There is little need for a report from 
the Secretary-Treasurer, as the main 
part is the printed financial statement 
which is being distributed to you. 

However, it may be of interest to 
know there are 323 ordained ministers, 
212 licensed ministers, and 36 carrying 
exhorters permits, making a total of 
571 in our ministerial fellowship. There 
are 159 affiliated churches and 40 as- 
sociated churches, making a total of 199. 

During the past year 43 have trans- 
ferred into the District, and 24 trans- 
ferred out, thus showing we gained 
more than we lost. At the camp meet- 
ing at St. Helena in June, 26 were 
granted credentials. Most of these were 
Glad Tidings Bible Institute graduates. 
Four have* withdrawn, two were re- 
moved from the ministerial list because 
of marriage entanglements, and three 
have passed away. They were Matilda 
Kerr, Carrie Judd Montgomery, and 
C. N. Owen. Sister Montgomery and 
Brother Owen were members of the 
Ministers’ Benevolent Fund. 

It is usually customary to mention the 
number who do not co-operate with the 
District financial program. So thus again 
we report 50 who have not sent any 
tithes, and 35 have not sent in more 
than $5.00. Some are Metropolitan Life 
Insurance members, and the District 
and General Council has to pay the 


Schedule of Fellowship 
- Meetings 
Feb. 3—Modesto (Airport), Oak- 
land (Bethel), Rohner- 
ville, Susanville 
10—San Francisco (Bethel), 
Burne 
17—Gustine, Sebastopol, Valle- 
jo (Chabot Acres), Winters 
24—Aptos, Red Bluff 
Mar. 3—Ferndale, Hawthorne, 
Oakland (Bethany ) 
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Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 


amount over the 60c each per month 
cost. I am sure this has not been realized 
by many as yet. However, I believe the 
first order of business at this District 
Council is a resolution to cover this. We 
surely praise the Lord for the cO-opera- 
tion of the majority, thus enabling us 
to have funds to meet the overhead ex- 
penses, which are not alone the salaries, 
officials’ expenses, and office expenses, 
but the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
portion we have to pay. Also there are 
the Grav Tipincs extra costs, which 
come to a goodly amount each year, and 
the presbyters and committee members’ 
mileage and expenses. If all would co- 
operate on the plan of sending in one 
half of the tithes, there would be a good 
surplus that could be used in home mis- 
sions, campground, or other District de- 
velopment. 

I will make a passing mention of the 
presbytery and committee meetings as 
follows: 

The District Presbytery was specially 
called together on March 8, 1946, at 
Santa Cruz relative to the purchase of 
a new camp site. Besides the presbyters, 
there were probably 40 of the ministers 
who were there to view the prospective 
site on which it was later voted to make 
an offer. This offer was later accepted. 
They also met there again on May 8, 
1946. The Santa Cruz Camp Commit- 
tee was called together several times 
relative to the development work on the 
new campground, and the regular 
Campground Committee was called to- 
gether before last camp meeting to ar- 
range for the camp meeting and neces- 
sary improvements. The Home Mis- 
sions Committee met June 27, 1946, 
during the camp meeting. 


The association with Brother Gaston, 
our District Superintendent, has been 
most pleasant. It has been a pleasure 
to counsel together over many of the 
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District Presbytery 


The following brethren were elected 
or re-elected to serve as District Presby- 
ters for the coming year: 

Coast Counties District—Oral A. Hart 

East Bay District—C. E. Persing 

Lake-Mendocino District—J. R. Edgar 

Nevada District—M. M. York 

North Bay District—M. P. Bohnet 

North Sacramento District—Wm. T. 
Scott 

North San Joaquin District—E. L. 
Stewart 

Peninsula District—C. O. Wood: 

Redwood District—J. W. Belchar 

Shasta District—-H. W. Brown 

South Sacramento District—F. R. 
Hoole 

South San Joaquin District—S. A. 
Ogle. OVE 


New Credentials Granted 
Ordination: 


Paul V. Belchar 
Ruth M. Bertenshaw 
Esther F, Boardman 
Helen D. Boardman 
Juan L. Cabacungan 
Mildred G. Charles 
Lyle W. Corsaw 

Dan E. Flaming 
Blossom B. Gregorian 
Thomas F, Hickerson 
Juan M. Lucas 
Donald W. Morrow 


John H. Hamilton 


Velma E. Adams 
Cale C. Anderson 
Milford J. Brewer 
Lee O. Brewer 


W. Kenneth Brightwell 


Omey H. Carrell 
Dorothy O. Chapman 


Ivan Chapman 


Enos R. Cooper 

Elsie A. Crosson 
Raymond T. Esterline 
Mena P. Filardo 
Marjorie E. Gannon 
Wilbert A. Gould 
Harold B. Headrick 
Carl Henry Hjersman 
Mildred M. James 


Edward E. Bodenhofer 
Rosella L. Brewer 
Lester Holmes 

M. D. Lancaster 
Harry W. Lavell 
Thelma I. Lavell 


George H. McNutt 
Viola R. McNutt 
Joseph N. Opperman 
Fred W. Pagel 
Vernon R. Ragsdale 
Gertrude Riecke 
Thelma Simpkins 
Wesley P. Steelberg 
A. T. Taligatos 
Hurless H. Teeters 
Dixie P. Thollander 


Lucena E. Turnér 


Ordination Reinstatement: 


New License to Preach: 


Frank C. Horne 

W. C. McPheeters 
Charles B. Martin 
John J. Mitchell 
Linnie Mitchell 
Ronald F. Nordstrom 
Aimee M. Nowlin 
Lester D. Peterson 
Violette V. Peterson 
Esther Phinney 
Agnes S. Rodli 
Altha M. Shively 
Jewel Teal 

Walter W. Teeters 
Lucille F. Thurmond 
Kathryn Weston 
Harry R. York 


New Exhorters Permits: 


Ambers J. Long 
Burtha J. Miller 
Effie Perdue 

Ralph D. Pickering 
Trespulo A. Yadao 
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Superintendent’s Report 
(Continued from page 8) 


scale improvements have been. under- 
taken. With these hurdles in the path 
of progress new places of worship could 
be chronicled for Oakland, Lovelock, 
Corning, Susanville, Woodland, Ripon, 
Boyes Springs, Klamath, Gustine, South 
Modesto, Garberville, Marysville, Bella 
Vista (Pittsburg), and Monte Vista 
(Cupertino). Quite a few churches 
have added new Sunday school facilities, 
parsonages, and general refinements. 


Among the more recent developments - 


to which we might point with satisfac- 
tion are the following: Brother Lowry 
and his group are now in their own 
comfortable quarters on Tenth Street 
near Broadway in downtown Oakland. 
Brother Franklyn Murray and some 
interested friends have purchased the 
Tenth Avenue Baptist Church that had 
been partially destroyed by fire and are 
now engaged in reconstructing it into 
another center for evangelism in Oak- 
land. The Full Gospel Assembly in 
Richmond under the leadership of 
Brother C. Ely Persing, is well on the 
way with a new fireproof auditorium 
that is designed to seat 800. These, with 
other developments now started or soon 
to get under way, including a new Glad 
Tidings ‘Temple for San Francisco, will 
represent an expenditure of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars. The money in- 
volved is by no means the chief invest- 
ment. Progress in this realm is the fruit 
of an earlier and more essential invest- 
ment of faith, courage, and initiative. 
Perhaps we shall never know how to 
evaluate the contribution of blood, sweat, 
and tears Gf we may borrow a phrase 
from the man who used it with a far 
different application) that will never 
find a place on local and District ledgers. 

Our Home Missions report will show 
a substantial increase over the previous 

ear. Altogether we have had the sum 

of $20,911.00 with which to aid some 
26 workers and 45 churches. Your Dis- 
trict officiary is thankful to God and 
the good people for every dollar chan- 
neled into this good work, yet we can 
all see that in comparison with the need 
it is only a beginning. - 

Perhaps I should ask permission here 
to make some general remarks, so gen- 
eral that no one will be offended and yét 
pointed enough to strike through the 
thick bosses of somebody’s armor. The 
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heart of the matter is the great disparity 
in living standards between ministers in 
the higher and lower brackets. That a 
system of equality is possible or even 
desirable is far from my thought. Pros- 
perous churches and a high living stan- 


dard for those who labor in the Word’ 


and doctrine is certainly ideal. But 
when, in our prosperity, we fail to con- 
sider the poor, that is not so good. The 
principle is clearly laid down in our 
Book of Rules that the strong should 
help the weak, and this, my Christian 
friend, applies to churches and preach- 
ers, too. We should not be so long on 
the shout over our prosperity while we 
are so short on the help for the less for- 
tunate. 


Would it not be the wise and Chris- 
tian thing if all our preachers and 
churches who are figuratively in the 
clover would use the medium of the 
District to improve the opportunities for 
Christian service in less thriving com- 
munities and thus lift the living stan- 
dards of those who now labor under 
great pressure. You may consider me too 
materialistic, but I am just realistic 
enough to admit that the odds are against 
the Christian worker who labors to at- 
tract people to a place that is not adapted 
to the work. Better facilities for Sun- 
day school will attract and hold more 
children. A place of worship, under 
par and uninviting that is improved and 
brought into keeping with the progress 
of the community will be reflected in a 
larger and more fruitful ministry. Such 
a going, growing concern will keep zest 
and enthusiasm in the hearts of the 
workers and also will drive the wolf 
from the door. 


‘IT am not unmindful of the fact that 
great churches have grown out of small, 
obscure beginnings. I am full of ad- 
miration for the man who is willing to 
begin small, work hard, and endure 
hardness. We need more of them. And 
instead of having spells over some man 
with a gold ring we should pin some 
medals on the men and women who 
have it in them to make such sacrifices 
for the sake of Christ and perishing 
souls. Having said this, let me return 
to what I have been saying and insist 
again that better designed and _ better 
equipped facilities are definitely in the 
line of progress. If and when we think, 
we will concede that success and prog- 
ress in every place should be the collec- 


tive vision and responsibility of the | 
children of God in each place. 4 

Since I am speaking so generally t 
will go on here to suggest that another | 
way to build up the weak places would | 
be by stepping up the quality of the © 
services offered to the people. Small 
crowds and low finances are not con- 
ducive to high morale or maximum 
efficiency. Only by persevering in prayer 
can a minister keep that freshness and 
vivacity that will spark up an otherwise 
cheerless, heavy situation. As preachers 
our long suit in building a listening 
audience is in the building of a preach- 
ing ministry. It is probably true that 
there are people everywhere who could 
be attracted by logical, Spirit-anointed 
preaching. No outside help can put the 
work on the map where this inside grace 
is wanting in the leadership. 

Our camp meeting this summer will 
be held at St. Helena, and Dr. Charles 
S. Price will be our camp evangelist. 
The facilities were greatly improved last 
year, and your committee will again — 
make every possible provision for the — 
convenience and comfort of what prom- 
ises to be the greatest crowd we have 
ever had on those grounds. The time 
will be Tuesday, June 24 to Friday, 
July 4. As yet there have been no offers 
for the St. Helena property, though it 
has been on the market since last camp 
meeting time. 

The Santa Cruz property should be. » 
over the last hurdle some time this 
summer. It is my opinion that the pres- 
bytery will decide to gravel and oil the 
road system so that the public can have 
all-weather access to all the property. 
When this is done, the whole lay-out 
will be more attractive and the lots will, 
of course, be more valuable. We have 
encountered disappointments and set- 
backs that could be set out in detail, but 
this could serve no real purpose. I am 
fully aware that “hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick,” and this long delay will 
certainly tend to dampen the ardor of 
some who are anxious to get going on 
their summer homes. However, it looks 
now that the way will be open by the 
time certain essential materials are avail- 


able. 


Glad Tidings Bible Institute is hav- 
ing one of the best years in the history 
of the institution and for this our entire 
District fellowship will join with the. 
faculty and board of directors in giving 
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‘raise to God. While the exact location 
/ the institution in the not distant future 
{3 indefinite, there is a definite urge, 
j}oth in and out of the school, to make 
's future brighter and better. I trust 
Uhat the period of transition will not be 


Secretary’s Report 
(Continued from page 9) 


District problems and to assist in such 
ways as possible. 

Sister Marjorie Maddocks has been 
the faithful and capable office secretary 


Are You Headed for Sunday School 
Grave? — 


A Sunday school that does not start on 
time is in a rut. 
A Sunday school that does not vary 


its opening and closing exercises with 


along with her work as Giap Tipincs 
editor, and I appreciate her good assist- 
ance. 


special features is in a rut. 


A Sunday school that does not have a 
special follow-up of members away at 


Je occasion of disintegration, but that 
loyalty to the good traditions of the 
| chool will cause the faculty, the stu- 
‘ents, and the entire District fellowship 


jo pull in unison toward the common 
}oal. 

(Since last camp meeting when Sister 
)Vlast resigned as Sunday School Rep- 
tesentative we have had no one giving 
jull time to this essential feature of 
yur work. I recommend that steps be 
saken in this session to fill this gap. 

_ A year ago I suggested that special 
jubdistrict missionary conventions be 
| xranged in an intensive effort to stimu- 
‘ate the missionary urge in all our 
‘churches and to increase our share in 
inissionary giving. There was some re- 
ponse, but again I deem it fitting to 
wring this objective before you. Shall 
ve not here and now begin to make 
jolans to bring returned missionaries 
'vho have a pulpit ministry to all strategic 
enters in an all-out effort to double the 
|1ctive missionary interest this year. 

In closing I wish to say a word in 
-ommendation of our District Secretary- 


—— 


iwork, of course, speaks for itself. A 
lance at -his faithful records would re- 
veal that some of you are definitely on 
che short end of our co-operative agree- 
nent. Still others seem to have for- 
zotten entirely. Going into the political 
wena for another quotation, “Let us 
‘ook at the record.” 

Sister Marjorie Maddocks, the cap- 
ible editor of our District organ, is a 
real asset to the District fellowship. I 
must that this little word of appreciation 
will give some of you the idea of saying 
something to her out of your own sense 
of appreciation. May I ask furthermore 
that all our ministers boost the paper 
and help us to double its circulation 
this year. 

Brother Robert Carrington has done 
a.splendid job with the young people of 
our District. He has certainly worked 
hard and his labors have been fruitful. 


Surely the exigencies of the hour should | 


impel us to heroic action. Let us work 
while it is day, being careful that we 
lose not “the power that worketh in us.” 


—W. T. Gaston 
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‘Treasurer, Brother R. J. Thurmond. His 


The Metropolitan Life Insurance 
plan added quite a lot to the office work. 
Our office quarters are small, and we 
need more file room, but we are grateful 
to Brother Keys and Glad Tidings Tem- 
ple for the office space donated so we 
can have a centralized District office. 
We know the Lord will undertake for 
this need in due time. 

Though appreciating the little niche 
the Lord allows me to fill for the time, 
my greatest joy has been the opportunity 
to preach in the many churches and at 
the fellowship meetings and thus have 
times of blessed spiritual fellowship to- 
gether in this wonderful work of the 
Lord. Nothing in all the world can 
compare with it. May the vision of the 
coming kingdom ever enlarge, and the 
Pentecostal fire and unction of the Holy 
Spirit ever be in our midst. 

The Lord bless each one of you in 
your ministry and grant you many souls 
for your hire, and may He give you an 
abundant entrance into His everlasting 
kingdom when your race is run. 

Jeremiah 6:16—“Thus saith the Lord, 
stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask 
for the Old paths and walk therein, and 
ye shall find rest for your souls.” 


a Thurmond 


Church Census 

Each church has received or soon will 
receive a form from the Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D.C. This is 
for a census of religious population. 
Please be prompt in filling them out 
and returning them to the Bureau of 
Census. Our Assemblies of God move- 
ment has grown rapidly, and it would 
be well to let the Government survey 
show the records. 


FOR SALE: 1937 Twin coach bus. 
All steel body, dual wheels, air brakes, 
motor recently overhauled. Built low 
and easy to enter, especially adopted for 
city driving. For particulars contact J. L. 
Kelly, Box 218, Pacific Grove, or phone 
Monterey 7390. 


college, or away on long visits or trips 
is in a rut. 


A Sunday school that does not have a 
new member lookout committee is in 
a rut. : 

A Sunday school that does not give 
special worthwhile recognition to its 
teachers once a year is in a rut. 

A Sunday school that cannot inspire 
study of the lessons in advance by the 
majority of its members is in a rut. 

A Sunday school that does not have 
a program of regular special social 
gatherings for all of its groups is in a rut. 

A Sunday school that lacks a regular 
teachers’ council meeting or conference 
is..in a; rut. 

A Sunday school that does not offer 
opportunity for public expression of the 
special talents of its members is in a rut. 

A Sunday school that does not give 
a special wholehearted welcome to its 
visitors of all ages every session is in 
a rut. 

A Sunday school that is not enthus- 
iastic in its co-operation with other Sun- 
day schools, and with its district, county, 
and state organization is in a rut. 

A Sunday school that frequently cuts 
short the lesson time. of teachers is in 
a rut. 

A Sunday school that does not stress 
memory work as to both songs and 
Scripture by all ages is in a rut. 

A Sunday school that does not give 
large place to evangelism and missionary 
appeals is in a rut. 

—New Century Leader. 


“Not I but Christ” Oh, secret precious, 
rare; 

Lives hid in Thee shed fragrance 
everywhere, 

A witness unto those who need Him 
sore, 

Of One who all their sins and burdens 
bore. 

“For this I died” He said; “for this I live, 

To all the world my love to give and 
give.” 
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ALAMO-—Eight were saved, four were 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and three united 
with the church as a result of the two weeks 
of revival meetings Evangelist Tiger held for 
Pastor W. A. Frazier in December. 

ALTURAS—The new parsonage has been 
completed and Pastor and Mrs. George B. 
Anderson have moved in and are enjoying its 
comforts. 

AUBURN — Evangelist Howard S. May 
begins a revival campaign with Pastor Thomas 
L. Mendenhall on February 2. The church 
is completing a $1500 improvement program 
on the church building, including redecorat- 
ing, new flooring, carpeting, sound equipment 
in nursery and primary rooms, and a new 
furnace which will be installed as soon as 
delivery can be made. Prospects are good 
that the plans for the new parsonage will 
soon have construction under way. 

CHICO—The Cantelon Musical Mes- 
sengers, an evangelistic party featuring special 
instrumental music of several kinds and vocal 
numbers, began a revival campaign with 
Pastor E. Wm. Anderson on December 29. 
The New Year’s Day fellowship meeting was 
a time of spiritual blessing and good fellow- 
ship for all who attended. The speakers were 
Brother R. J. Thurmond, Brother Winston 
B. Nelson, and the Cantelon Musical Mes- 
sengers. 

CERES—A new church, with the auditor- 
ium measuring 50x 80 feet, is in process of 
construction. The old church will be re- 
modeled into a Sunday school department 
when the new auditorium can be used. 
Brother E. L. Stewart is the pastor. 

CHOWCHILLA—On December 8 a good 
revival campaign with Evangelist and Mrs. 
Bobby Clark was brought to a close. Brother 
Floyd Baker, the C. A. president, reports that 
25 were saved and 12 received the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost during the meetings. 
There was good attendance and the Sunday 
school record went to 190. Evangelist Tom 
B. Myers began a campaign on January 5. 
Pastor Wilbur Ogilvie reports during the 
campaign that souls are being saved and filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Brother Myers has 
recently transferred into our District and is 
open for revival meetings in our churches. 

EL CERRITO—Evangelist George Hayes 
of Texas held a good campaign with Pastor 
Leonard H. Rogers from December 29 to 
January 12. 

EUREKA—Evangelist Howard S. May 
held a very good meeting for Pastor J. W. 
Belchar from November 3 to 24. Brother 
Belchar reports: “The church was revived, 
six were saved, and one received the Holy 
Spirit. We heartily recommend him to any 
or all pastors.” The Redwood fellowship 
meeting was held in Eureka on New Year's 
Day. Brother W. T. Gaston was the morning 
and afternoon speaker. This meeting was 
combined with the watch-night service of the 
previous evening. 

FERNDALE—In early December Evan- 
gelist Howard S. May held a good meeting 
with Pastor Warren Pine. 

GILROY—Evangelist and Mrs. J. E. Stiles 


closed a successful four weeks meeting with 
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News from. . . 


Here and There 


2622 W Street 


ALBERT J. LEBECK, Field Reporter 


Pastor W: R. Lamb on December 21. Some 
were saved, around 25 received the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, and the church was edified 
by the services. 

HAYWARD -The church has purchased 
a new parsonage. The new home for the 
pastor is located at 322 Peralta. Pastor E. G. 
Eskelin reports good progress in the church, 
several saved and filled, and the Sunday 
school attendance has grown to 139 in recent 
weeks. Plans are now being made to build 
eight or ten new Sunday school rooms as 
soon as possible. 

LINCOLN—The South Sacramento fel- 
lowship meeting was held there January 13 
with Pastor E. W. Knutson. Pastor W. A. 
McBride, pastor of the Grass Valley assem- 
bly, and Evangelist W. C. Anderson were the 
afternoon and evening speakers respectively. 
It was a good day of blessing and fellowship. 
The ladies of the church served lunch be- 
tween the services. At the business session 
Brother Floyd R. Hoole was chosen to serve 
again as District presbyter. 

LIVINGSTON-—Brother C. Wesley Boy- 
anton has resigned as pastor. 

LOVELOCK, NEVADA—The Nevada 
fellowship meeting, held there December 2, 
was a time of blessing and refreshing. Brother 
S. H. Robertson of Fallon was the afternoon 
speaker. Brother York, the district presbyter, 
of Quincy, was in charge of the services. 
Pastor M. A. Caudill of Chester had charge 
of the C. A. service. The evening speaker 
was Evangelist C. V. Hummel, who was 
there holding a week’s meetings. The pastor 
is Vernon H. Ragsdale. 

MENLO PARK—Early in January Brother 
Samuel J. Clarke was chosen to be the new 

astor. 

MODESTO (Bethel) — Evangelist Ted 
Ness is in a good revival campaign with 
Pastor Donald G. Weston. 

MODESTO (6th and G)—Brother E. L. 
Saxelid, formerly of the Oklahoma District, 
is the new pastor. 

OAKLAND (Bethel) — The meetings 
Brother John W. Follette conducted for Pas- 
tor R. H. Moon from January 12 to 26 were 
a blessing and means of edification to those 
who attended. - 

OAKLAND (Calvary) — Brother Paul 
Peterson, Youth for Christ leader in San 
Francisco, held good meetings with Pastor 
V. Ermest Shores January 17 and 19. On 


February 9 the Lummer Music Makers begin | 


a campaign. 

OAKLAND (Grace) — Brother John W. 
Follette will be holding special meetings with 
Pastor Irving F. Ford every night February 2 
to 14 except Mondays and Saturdays, speak- 
ing at both the morning and evening services 


on Sundays. From February 23 to March 9 


saints encouraged during the meetings Evan- 


Sacramento, California 


the Fox Evangelistic Party of Canada willl 
hold a revival campaign. . 
OAKLAND (Temple) — Dr. Frederick} 
Betts was the afternoon speaker at the eal 
Bay fellowship meeting held there January 6. 
Robert Carrington was the speaker at the 
evening service, which was a C. A. rally.; 
Winston B. Nelson was host pastor. 
PETALUMA—The North Bay fellowship 
meeting was held there January 20. Pastor 
Charles Pepper of Boyes Springs spoke in the; 
afternoon. The evening speaker was Sister 
Treva Constant of Vacaville. The pastor at 
Petaluma is Joseph Harper. 
PLACERVILLE—Brother G. Oliver Halli, 
who had been supply pastor to fill out the: 
unexpired year of Brother C. R. Peterson,’ 
was elected regular pastor at a business meet- 
ing on January 14. 
POINT ARENA—Pastor John Westfail 
reports having good meetings recently wit: 
Evangelist L. W. Suter. | 
RED BLUFF—Loren Triplett, G.T.B.i 
graduate of June ’46, became assistant pastor 
of Bethel Temple in November. Everett Moz- 
gan is the pastor. The new schedule fer 
their broadcast over station KBLF, 1490 ke, 
is Thursday at 7:45 p.m., Saturday at 7:45) 
a.m., and Sunday at 11:30 a.m. All broad- 
casts originate in the church. 


REDDING—Some were saved and the 


gelist M. C. Fitzgerald held with Pastor 
Robert Doherty from November 24 to Decem-: 
ber 8. Brother Fitzgerald is from Klamath 
Falls, Oregon, and has a good teaching min- 
istry. Four of the ten additional Sunday 
school rooms are nearly finished. The C. A.. 
room is 20 x 32 feet and has a fireplace. The: 
C. A.’s are thrilled with the possibilities and 
the Sunday school attendance is growing. 

REDWOOD CITY—The revival cam-/ 
paign Evangelist Walter H. Smith began 
with Pastor E. R. Gomes on New Year’s Eve: 
was increasing in blessing and spiritual hun-- 
ger as they started into the fourth week. Pastor | 
Gomes reports that souls were saved and 
many were stirred to a deeper walk with the } 
Lord. Cottage prayer meetings in the morn-: 
ings have also been of great blessing and| 
benefit. The Sunday school has outgrown 
the building capacity; so plans are being made : 
to enlarge the building and to renovate the: 
church. 

RENO—Pastor E. J. Cornwall of Vallejo) 
spoke at both the afternoon and evening serv- 
ices of the fellowship meeting held there: 
January 1. The meeting was considered an | 
outstanding fellowship meeting of the Nevada: 
district. The pastor at Reno is R. L. Stuck. 

RIO DELL*— The December fellowship | 
meeting for the Redwood district was held in. 
Rio Dell. Sister Marie Filardo is the pastor. 
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|\'astor George McNutt of Garberville was the 
» fternoon speaker, and Evangelist H. S. May 
‘vas the evening speaker. 

|} SACRAMENTO (Bethel)—The congre- 
§ ation of Bethel Temple has recently enjoyed 
ihe ministry of Evangelist Winston I. Nunes, 
(vho began an evangelistic campaign January 
| 2. The report is that they had a real revival. 
Nelson B. Hinman is the pastor. 

i; SAN FRANCISCO (Glad Tidings) — 
i|vangelist Jack White held a very good two 
ljveeks revival campaign in early January. 
i3rother L. R. Keys is the pastor. 

} SAN FRANCISCO (Sunset) — Brother 
iPaul E. Radley has resigned as pastor. His 


H\uccessor is Brother Paul Belchar. 


SAN LEANDRO-—Brother Ralph Cobb, 
Wnissionary to Africa, held a three-day mis- 
ionary meeting with Pastor W. P. Steelberg 
{in December. The meetings enjoyed the 
jyargest crowds since Pastor Steelberg has been 
| here. 

SAN RAFAEL—The blessing of the Lord 
‘was upon the joint watch-night service held 
)/here with the San Rafael and Sausalito con- 
‘ yregations combined. The preachers in both 
ithurches brought messages from the Word, 
3rother Wilhite, pastor in Sausalito, bringing 
ithe final message of the evening. The pastor 
; in San Rafael is Brother E. G. Skultety. 

i) SANTA CRUZ—Glad Tidings Church 
enjoyed a revival with Evangelist Howard 
ijCarter of London, England, from January 
21 to 26. Raymond P. Murray is the pastor. 
SANTA ROSA—The North Bay fellow- 
)ship meeting was held there December 16. 
The church was nearly filled in the after- 
aoon and there was an overflow crowd in the 
evening. A number were saved in the eve- 
ning service, and all enjoyed a full day of 
blessing and fellowship. Pastor J. L. Jeffry of 
(Sebastopol brought the afternoon message. 
‘In the evening Eddie Washington had the 
first hour which was followed by a water bap- 
jtismal service in which 11 were baptized, five 
‘from Sausalito, two from Ukiah, and four 
from Santa Rosa. The evening speaker was 
(Pastor Joseph G. Garland of Benicia. Pastor 
'M. P. Bohnet of Santa Rosa reports having a 
very fine meeting with the Washingtons. The 
meetings lasted two weeks, and a number 
lwere saved. Brother Bohnet was unanimously 
chosen at a business session to continue to be 
‘the District presbyter for the coming. year. 


entertained the ministers and their wives of 
the North Bay subdistrict for a fine fellow- 
ship dinner. It was also the occasion of the 
Bohnets’ 38th wedding anniversary. ‘The 
guests all enjoyed the turkey dinner and the 
fellowship and together presented Brother 
‘and Sister Bohnet with a lamp table stand. 
SEASIDE—The Coast Counties fellowship 
meeting was held there January 20. Sister 
Marion Minogue was the afternoon speaker 
nd Evangelist L. L. Guess was the evening 
speaker. Pastor Carroll J. Hodges reports that 
attendance was good and some found Christ 
as their Saviour during the revival meetings 
Brother Guess held there beginning Jan- 
uary 5. 
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(On January 13 Brother and Sister Bohnet — 


. STOCKTON—Pastor Earl F. Davis reports 
that 1946 was a year of continued revival for 
Calvary Tabernacle. Souls were saved and 
baptized with the Holy Spirit throughout the 
year. Many were baptized in water, 64 new 
members were united with the church, and 
the Sunday school made several new records, 
the top being 314, and the average for the 
last quarter was 224. At the beginning of 
the year there were a few young people, but 
at the close there was a large group saved 
and filled with the Spirit. The church is 
not large enough to accommodate the Sunday 
crowds; so they are hoping that it will be 
possible to build or enlarge their buildings 
this year. 

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO—The C.A.’s 
of South San Francisco took home the C.A. 
banner for the Peninsula district for 1946 
for their consistent good attendance at the 
rallies. They are looking forward to a pros- 
perous and blessed year of growth and de- 
velopment in 1947. The pastor is Brother 
C. E. Curtright. Their reporter is Wyomia 
Butcher. 

SUNNYVALE — The C.A.’s re-elected 
Sister Helen Schliecker president. Their 
library is appreciated by and popular with 
the older folk as well as the young people. 
They are backing a building program for the 
church and are praying for the Lord to help 
them in the undertaking. C. O. Wood is 
the pastor. 

TULELAKE—Pastor Glen Ayers reports 
that souls were saved and filled with the Spirit 
and many refilled during the revival campaign 
Evangelist H. J. Ketner held there recently. 
He writes: “It was the best revival ever held 
for us in 17 years of ministry.” 

TUOLUMNE—“Evangelists Clifford and 
Martha McAteer held a successful meeting 
in Tuolumne the first part of January,” re- 
ports Pastor Dixie Thollander. “Two high 
school boys were saved. The presence of 
God was felt in every service, and we praise 
the Lord for His goodness and blessings upon 
this meeting.” 

WATSONVILLE—“There is a splendid 
spiritual stir, souls are definitely praying 
through to salvation, and a number are re- 
ceiving the Holy Spirit,” wrote Pastor Chas. 
J. Coffey, pastor of the Full Gospel Church 
of Pajaro, while the revival campaign was 
still in progress with the Helvey Evangelistic 
Party. The meetings began New Year’s Eve. 

YUBA CITY—Brother and Sister G. A. 
Fletcher held a good two weeks meeting for 
Pastor Fred H. Reichert in December. 
Sunday school attendance reached 107 dur- 
ing the meetings. 


Special Meetings 
Dr. Charles S. Price will be at Glad 
Tidings Temple in San Francisco from 
February 9 to 16. He will speak Sun- 
day afternoons and evenings and every 


night during the week. 


The road to success is dotted with 
many tempting parking places. 


The 


Personal Mention 


Evangelist STANLEY P. McPHER- 
SON was enjoying the blessing of the 
Lord upon his revival campaign in New 


Orleans, Louisiana, in early January. 
3h | Sse oi oe Si 


Brother J. W. NILSEN and family 


have moved to Medford, Oregon. 
So oy eee seem 


Sister ESTHER BOARDMAN un- 
derwent an operation for a ruptured ap- 


pendix the latter part of December. 
Se oh ae gga 


Sister CAROLYN SLATTERY has 
been seriously ill in an Oakland hos- 
pital during January. 

eee Rt BOL SD rae ary 

Evangelist T. B. DON CARLOS is 
holding revival meetings in Florida. 
He held a good campaign in Clear- 


water, Florida in early January. 
eo xe Teese 


Army Chaplain JOSEPH L. GER- 
HART had a very fruitful ministry 
aboard the S. S. Marine Devil, an army» 
transport carrying 2000 replacement 
troops to Korea and which brought 1300 
troops back to the States. There was a 
good revival aboard ship, both going 
and coming. Two services each day 
were conducted with an average attend- 
ance of 250 on week days and 600 on 
Sundays. There were also two recorded 
gospel programs daily over the ship’s 
intercommunication system. In the serv- 
ices, personal work, interviews, and visi- 
tations to hospital and brig, about 300 
made definite decisions for Christ. Praise 
the Lord! 

a6 VASE TES esa Bose 
Wedding Bells 

Evangelist Clifford McAteer and 
Martha McCracken were united in mar- 
riage on December 29. The wedding 
took place in Modesto, the home of the 
bride and now where the couple will 
make their home headquarters as they 
engage in evangelistic work over the 


District and elsewhere. 
85 - PE 8. fo 


Marjorie Woodward, a former stu- 
dent of G.T.B.I., became the bride of 
Brother George F. Day, Jr., in a church 
wedding in Selma, California, the eve- 
ning of January 18. 

ap eset AES ee 
New Arrival 

Little Alfred Paul came to live at the 
parsonage in Soledad on December 6. 
His happy parents are Pastor and Mrs. 
Thomas A. Simms. 
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Christ’s Ambassadors 


Rosert Carrincron, President, 4141 Fourth Ave., Sacramento Pau H. Prexin, Vice-President, 260 Main St., Watsonville; 
Westey P. Sreevserc, Secretary-Treasurer,, P.O. Box 401, San Leandro, California 


Spiritual Vitamins 
by E. G. Esxexin 


“Have you had your vitamins to- 
day?” is a question we often hear these 
days. By means of radio, newspapers, 
and magazines, business 
concerns are trying to 
make the public vitamin 
conscious. We can un- 
derstand why there has 
been so much of this 
“Back to health” drive; 
people are needing more 
natural foods and less 
greatly refined foods. 
God’s creations of fruits, vegetables, 
and meats cannot be improved upon. 
This widespread use of highly and 
nationally advertised foods and new 
discoveries is just another way in which 
rich men can get richer. It’s pretty hard 
to beat a glass of orange juice or a 
bowl of vegetable soup to put “pep in 
your step.” So much for health lectur- 
ing, now let us get to the spiritual side 


of the vitamins from the Word of God. 
Vitamin “A” 

Jesus said, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. I like that 
word abundant. It makes us think of 
the overflowing cup in the 23rd Psalm 
—“My cup runneth over.” The Bible 
does not speak in exaggerations as some 
might think. No, no, it just proves the 
great power and great abundance that 
is rightfully ours providing we believe 
and receive it from our great and mighty 
God. Look at the words of Paul in 2 
Corinthians 9:12—“For the administra- 
tion of this service not only supplieth the 
want of the saints, but is abundant also 
by many thanksgivings unto God.” Be 
sure you have vitamin “A’”—abundance. 
It comes by this: “In everything give 


thanks.” 


Vitamin “B” 

In that favorite Pentecostal book of 
the New Testament, the Book of Acts, 
we find a very remarkable and enlight- 
ening Scripture. In Acts 4:13 we read: 
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“Now when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John and perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marveled; and they took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus.” 
Did you get that word boldness? ‘That 
is vitamin “B.” Unlearned? Ignorant? 
That’s what the Word says. But they 
had been with Jesus. When we come 
in contact with the Son of God, we are 
charged with something that we never 
before have experienced, that is the 
power and boldness to be witnesses for 
Him. 
Vitamin ‘“C” 

This one has to do with that most 
common disease, heart trouble. I called 
the druggist the other day and asked 
him what medicine sold most for heart 
trouble. Some of the remedies are phe- 
nobarbital, digitalis, and several others 
which are cardiac stimulants. The Met- 
ropolitan Life Insurance Company, in 
a statement made some time ago in re- 
gard to what ailment takes the lives of 
most people, said, “Heart trouble.” That 
great singing king by the name of David 
found the answer. Psalm 27:14—“Wait 
on the Lord, be of good courage, and 
He shall strengthen thine heart; wait, 
I say, on the Lord.” Our languid con- 
dition is answered right here: we fail 
to wait on the Lord. The Prophet Isaiah 
said in chapter 50, verse 7, “For the 
Lord God will help me; therefore shall 
I not be confounded: therefore have I 
set my face like a flint, and I know that 
I shall not be ashamed.” Wait on the 
Lord for courage. 

Vitamin “D” 

Paul, that rugged preacher who wrote 
most of the New ‘Testament, has his 
share of vitamin “D” when he wrote 
those words, “I am determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.” What a 
determination! He stuck to gospel 
preaching and nothing else. He was de- 


‘ 


Newly Elected C.A. Officers 


President—T. J. Custock 

Vice President—Walter Larson 2 

Secretary-Treasurer—Wesley P. Steelberg; 
The new officers will not take offices 

until April. 


termined to preach about Jesus. In 2) 
Corinthians 11:24-28 he tells of the: 
perils, lashings, shipwrecks, terribly 
jungle journey, floating in cold water, 
beaten with rods, stoned, standings 
against robbers, heathen; while hoping, 
watching; in weariness, pain, hunger, 
thirst, cold, and nakedness. What faith! 
What determination! All for the caus: 
of Christ. My brother, my sister, what 
are you doing? And what am I doing 


Read verse 30. We will need a double 

portion of vitamin “D” for this year of 

crisis, 1947. 
Vitamin “E”’ 

Matthew 24:13—“He that shall en- 
dure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved.” Vitamin “E”—endurance! Don’t! 
think of giving up at this stage. We are 
too close to the finish line. This very 
same Jesus is coming as He went away 
—right down out of the blue to catch 
away His bride. Hallelujah! Keep look- 
ing up! Sing with the faithful, “I am: 
determined to hold out to the end.” 
Christians, shall we, as a great army, put 
all we have into this last battle? Separate’ 
yourself from the world and unto God.. 
Let go the shore lines! Launch outl! 
Pray more! Read your Bible more! Tes- 
tify more. Be more willing to forgive, to 
help others, to smile, to do little things; 
that make people see Christ in you. All| 
these will bring more results to you in) 
this year. Let us put these spiritual| 
vitamins to work. 
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Women’s Missionary Council 


“Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies. . . . She 
stretcheth forth her hand to the poor; 
yea, she reacheth forth her hands to 
the needy.” Prov. 31:10, 20. 

The Women’s Missionary Council 


was organized by Sister Elizabeth Thom- 


men during the depression years. The 
different Dorcas societies, sewing bees, 
and sewing circles banded together to 


help our home missionaries and needy 


migrant workers in many communities. 
In 1940,-under Sister Thurmond, the 
present W. M. C. constitution and by- 


laws for the organization was placed be- 


_-fore the Home Missions Committee and 
i the District Presbytery and received 


their approval. Local groups, under 
the pastor’s supervision, elect necessary 
officers and appoint committees as 
needed. Prayer and devotion always 
have an important place in the women’s 
meetings. ‘Then there is the practical 
work, distribution of gospel literature, 
visiting sick and shut-ins, and distribu- 
tion to the needy. 

The order of service is first to the 
pastor and family, the church and Sun- 
day school, needy in the community, 
and then home and foreign missionaries 
under the supervision of the sectional 
chairmen. A special feature has been 
the Christmas boxes which have gone 
out each year to our home missionaries 
and Christian workers in small churches. 


- The Northern California and Nevada 
District W. M. C. has no elected officers, 
no salaries, no bazaars or sales of handi- 
work or food, but free-will. offerings are 
given and every woman has a place to 
work. The Superintendent's wife auto- 
matically becomes the W. M. C. Direc- 
tor, the Secretary-Treasurer’s wife be- 
comes the Assistant Director, the Home 
‘Missions Committee Chairman’s wife 
becomes Secretary-Treasurer, and the 
District Presbyters’ wives are Sectional 
Chairmen in their respective sub- 
districts. ‘Wherever one is not able to 
take over the duties of the office, she is 
privileged to appoint someone in her 
place. 

The W. M. C. has met a real need 
among the home missionaries, furnish- 
ing canned and dried fruits, nuts, vege- 
tables, groceries, new and used clothing, 
comforters, blankets, household linens, 
layettes, and gifts of money, besides 
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many miscellaneous articles such as tires 
for the car, Coleman gas lamps, a kero- 
sene heater, articles of furniture, dishes, 
and cooking utensils. Recently the Sun- 
day school children in ‘the home mis- 
sions Sunday schools also were sent 
gifts at Christmas time. 


During the war years missionaries re- 
turning: from prison camps and others 
preparing for the field have been helped. 
This last year approximately 238 drums, 
each containing about 200 pounds of 
used clothing, have gone overseas for 
China relief. Boxes of used clothing 
came from practically every State in 
the Union to First Assembly of God 
Church in Oakland, where the trans- 
porting and shipping details were under 
the supervision of Rev. and Mrs. C. F. 
Ferguson. As there was no W. M. C. 
fund to take care of this expense, money 
was advanced from the Missions De- 
partment in Springfield, Missouri, 
though some was sent in by groups and 
individuals. ‘The total expended in this 
project was over $2500. The Christ’s 
Ambassadors helped by putting on cloth- 
ing drives among the C. A. groups. 

A project is now in the planning to 
have storage space and a large work- 
room at Brother Franklyn Murray’s 
church at Tenth Avenue and East 
Fourteenth Street in Oakland, where 
the outgoing missionaries can do their 
packing and local groups can continue 
packing and sending the relief clothing 
to South China where there is still 
a great need. It is hoped that in the 
near future this can even become a 
missionary center for incoming and out- 
going missionaries. 

Only the wonderful co-operation of 
the officers, sectional leaders, and the 


Chinese in the Church 
at Hong Kong receiving 
clothing from the 


China Relief barrels. 


women in the local groups has brought 
about such a beneficial and gratifying 
work for the Lord. 


The following word has been received 
from Mrs. Harlan Park in a letter dated 
December 1 from Hong Kong: 

“Now about the barrels of used cloth- 
ing, I cannot tell you how much they 
were all enjoyed. We divided the bar- 
rels among all the stations, some getting 
one barrel, some two, and some three. 
Canton got eight barrels and Hong 
Kong, six. We have received letters 
from all the stations thanking us heartily 
for the used clothing and wishing us to 
send thanks to you dear folks at home 
for getting and sending it. We stand the 
expense of taking the barrels to the sta- 
tions; then the empty drums are sold, 
and their sale brings in enough money 
to cover the expense. 


“We could give out much more used 
clothing. In fact many right here in 
Hong Kong are asking for more, but I 
have to tell them it is all gone. We are 
hoping more will come, for many will 
be without enough clothing to keep 
warm this winter. 


“The Chinese girl who helps me with 
the work and lives here received some of 
the clothing. I peeked into her small 
room, which holds only her bed boards 
and has no room to stand. She was sit- 
ting on her bed cutting up some of the 
garments. I wondered.what she would 
do with them. As I watched I saw her. 
cut out underwear for herself. The Chi- 
nese are very clever with the needle; so 
making over clothes is a small thing for 
them. She also made over one of Betty’s 
worn out dresses and assured me that 
she would be wearing it a year from 
now. This shows how everything is ap- 
preciated.” 


Mrs. R. J. THurmonn, Director. 
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A DIGEST OF CURRENT EVENTS BY ALBERT J. LEBECK 


The Storm Center of the World 
“Thus saith the Lord God. This is 


Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of 
the nations and countries that are round 


about her’ (Ezek. 5:5). 


“Palestine has become one of the 
world’s hot spots, geographically, eco- 
nomically, and politically. That coun- 
try, the most accessible in all the world, 
the gateway between the three great 
continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
is known as “The Bridge between the 
Nations,’ “Uhe Strategic Pivot of the 
World.’ Adjacent to it are the rich oil 
fields for which Russia is driving. The 
land itself has been recently found to 
have fabulous wealth. Palestine has 
often been, and in far greater measure 
is yet to be the battleground for oppos- 
ing armies to meet in bloody conflict. 
When all the nations come under one 
government, the logical place for its 
capital is Jerusalem.”—J. Jacobsen. 


Whose World? 


We spend 10 times more for liquor, 
as a nation, than is given to all the 
churches combined. We spend nine 
times as much on the movies and 
theaters and similar pleasures than goes 
through the church treasuries. For 
jewelry, furs, and other such luxuries 
our nation spent 12 times as much as 
was given to the churches and charities 
combined. During 1944, we spent $100 
for war to every one dollar given to the 
churches. It looks very much like Satan 
is running much more of this world and 
its people than God. It is true, “The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fulness there- 
of,” by right of Divine creation. But 
right now a “squatter” has usurped con- 
trol of much of it; and his misrule has 
brought universal chaos. “The God of 
this world has blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto 
them” (2 Cor. 4:4). But God is su- 
preme! (Christian Victory). 
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Rocket to Be Fired Around World 
Rocket to be fired around .world is 


one aim of Army Ordnance in current: 


V-2 experiments. New fuels to be used 
will be so hot they'll melt all but new 
alloys now being tested as materials for 
missiles. 

Army and Navy are seeking a range 
on which they may safely fire rockets at 
targets 2,000 miles away without en- 
dangering the lives of Americans, Can- 
adians or Mexicans. Areas in the Carib- 
bean and the Pacific are most likely to 
be chosen. 


Plans for ‘tHell’’ 

One of the latest outrages—and the 
boldest—of the forces of evil in America 
is the plan to build “Hell Incorporated” 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. A $40,000 lot 
has been purchased. It is to run day 
and night, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, as an amusement, gambling, and 
vice center. On the front a large $5,000 
neon sign will advertise the place. It is 
in the form of a devil with an arrow for 
a pitchfork which constantly moves 
pointing the way to “Hell.” Also, 
along the road from Los Angeles to Las 
Vegas will be large road signs which say, 
“You're on the Road to Hell,” “This is 
the Way to Hell,” and “Hell is Fun.” 

The Bible says, “Fools make a mock 
at sin” (Prov. 14:9). 


Gambling Take in Nevada in 1946 
Was $27,000,000 

The state tax commission reported 
more than $27,000,000 swapped hands 
across legalized Nevada gambling tables 
in 1946. He said since clubs which 
gross less than $3,000 quarterly are ex- 
empt from the tax, the total betting 
probably was much higher than $27,- 
000,000. 


Why Palestine? 

In a recent editorial the Denver Post 
said, “Many people ask, ‘Why did the 
Jews have to go to Palestine? Why can’t 
a Jewish place be established some place 


else?’ —The British Government in 1903 
offered 6,000 square miles in British 
East Africa for an autonomous Jewish 


State within the British Empire—The 


Zionists examined land in Cyrenaica, , 


west of Egypt, but turned it down. Other 
places were considered but all were 
turned down. Why can the Jews not 
be content with any place but Pal- 
estine>” The answer is found in the 
Bible. God has said, “I will gather them 
(the Jews) out of all countries, whither_ 
I have driven them in Mine anger, and 


in My fury, and in great wrath; and I | 


will gather them again unto this place 
(Palestine), and I will cause them to 


dwell safely” (Jer. 32:37). When God — 


says “this place,” no other place will do. 
In His own time and in His own way 


He will fulfill His promise. 


Liquor Consumption Up 


American consumption of alcoholic 
beverages has increased more than 112% — 


during the past eleven years. In 1934 
consumption amounted to 1,330,700,- 


000 gallons, compared with 2,827,558, 


000 gallons in 1945. The country is 
twice as wet—and probably twice as 
wicked, for drink dulls moral senses 


and weakens men’s resistance to temp- — 


tation. 
Robots of the Future 
Lord Louis Mountbatten cousin of 


King George VI and former supreme — 


Allied commander of Southeast Asia; 


said recently that science is on the verge 
of producing an electronic brain and 
memory machine. Lord Mountbatten 


told the Institution of Radio Engineers | 


that it is now believed possible to pro- 
duce a machine known as an electronic 
numeral integrator and computor. “It is 
an electronic brain which will perform 
functions analogous to those at present 
undertaken by the semiautomatic por- 
tion of the human brain,” he explained. 
“The stage is now set for the most Well- 
sian development of all.” Eighteen thou- 
sand radio tubes in the machine act in 
the way brain cells do. “The machines 
are now in use, and can exercise a de- 
gree of memory and some are now being 
designed to exercise those hitherto hu- 
man prerogatives of choice and judg- 
ment. One of them could even be made 


to play rather mediocre games of chess.” 


People look at you six days a week to 
see what you mean on Sunday. 


a SD 


GLAD TIDINGS, FEBRUARY, 1947 


f, 


= 


SS 


Sap 


